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Abstract
Beipu and Emei are two townships located in Jhonggang River basin. Historically,

these two places share similarities in varous aspects, especially tea cultivation after 1895.
Both places are also known as the place where producing “Oriental Beauty Tea” or
“Pofong Tea”. However, Beipu has been famous by its cultural turism, while agriculture
is still Emei’s major economic activities. This paper is to present how Emei has been
able to keep the scale of its tea industry by planting cirtus to maintain stable labor supply.
While Beipu has suffered from the declining of tea industry by labor shortage, it serves as
an important maketing channel of “Oriental Beauty Tea” with the promotion of turist
industy. The conclusion is that we should go beyond a single commodity chain
perspective and incorporate other industries as well to understand the different path of

“Oriental Beauty Tea” in Beipu and Emei.

Keywords: Beipu, Emei, Oriental Beauty Tea, labor force, wage level
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