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Abstract

Ritual, Landscape, and Memory:
Approaching the Ethnic Relationship and Local Identity of Shitan in Miaoli County

The second year of this research project focuses on analyzing the special
meaning of the ritual landscape in Shitan of Miaoli County. For the ritual landscape, |
refer to the various religious ritual sites where worship ceremonies are performed and
offerings are dedicated to deities. These sites include the earth-god shrines, village
temples, and other phoenix halls with spirit writing rites. | emphasize on the cultural
construction of the meaning of the ritual landscape, in which people’s perception of
the ritual sites, their life experiences of the shrines or temples and memories about
them, as well as their ritual practices are all taken into account. These ritual sites as
the special geographic target for inhabitant provide people with the sense of the place
of their own community.

Some temples in the research area not only play the role of communal temple in
the village, but also provide villagers with religious service to solve their daily life
problems through the special spirit writing rite. Drawing on the notion of religious
symbol and the cultural conception of personhood, | regard the phoenix hall as the
important sites for people to act out the Hakkanese social person and socil
relationship, as well as the site to forge the community identity. On the one hand, |
approach various kinds of ritual activities and processes of the phoenix halls, in which
| examine how people follow the divine revelation after the spirit-writing rites, and
how the phoenix hall come to stand the community symbol by way of practicing the
communal rituals. On the other hand, the main deities dedicated in the phoenix halls
also become the ideal person for the Hakka villagers. | suggest that the wielder of
these phoenix halls do see their gods provide them the ideal person model, and that
the villagers’ behavior and social relationship are also confined in the teaching from
these gods.

Keywords : ritual landscape, sense of place, phoenix hall,

symbol, personhood
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