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Traditional Knowledge (TK) owned by indigenous peoples and local communities has been
widely acknowledged essential to the local peoples. TK may contribute to the development of
biodiversity, cultural expression, medicine, and industry. Evidently, multinational biotech companies
are inclined to avail TK as a means for research and development that may result in the grant of
patents while they are engaging in bio-prospecting abroad. The usual vacancy of a proper mechanism
on benefit-sharing has seriously damaged the right of TK holders. The protection of TK has become
a major focus of the international community. The task may inter alia involve three aspects: the
conservation and utilization of biodiversity, international human rights and intellectual property. A

number of relevant international institutions have been conducting law making process.

The three-year project like previous research that takes into account of globalization and
localization studies the international law-making of TK protection. Apart from exploring the legal
implications embodied in these international instruments, the project aims to analyze and compare
the background, and merits and flaws of leading nations’ legislation, such as Peru. The project may

contribute to the establishment and adjustment of our country’s policy and law in this regard.

Keywords: Traditional Knowledge, Indigenous Peoples, CBD, Intellectual Property Rights, WIPO,
WTO, TRIPS, Human Rights
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! Ley que establece el régimen de proteccion de los conocimientos colectivos de los pueblos indigenas vinculados a los

recursos biologicos (Protection of Indigenous Peoples' Collective Knowledge Associated with Biological Resources)

(enacted on July 24, 2002), available at http:// http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/tk/en/laws/pdf/peru_law.pdf (last
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Law 27811, art. 1.

Id, art. 5.

Id, art. 2(b).

Id, art. 2(c), 6.

Id, art. 7.

Id, art. 27(c), 8.

Id, art. 15-24.

Id, art. 25-33.

' See id. at 782
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