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Contact is a very important mechanism for language, occurring whenever there is a
large population within a language community (Crowley 1997), and such has been the
situation in the development of Taiwan Hakka dialects. Si-Hai Hakka, first proposed
by Luo 1998, means originally a pidgin resulting from contact between Sixian and
Hai-Lu Hakka in Taiwan. However, later researches has shown that there may be lots
of different combinations of Hakka pidgins since there are six sub-dialects including
Sixian ~ Hai-Lu ~ Dongshi ~ Zhao’an ~ Raoping and Yongding.Previous researches on
Si-Hai Hakka mainly focus on phonology. Based on Wen 2001 and the previous
studies of Si-Hai Hakka vocabulary (such as Deng 2001, Huang 2005), in this project,
we’ll choose three Hakka communities distributed in different areas in Four Stream
Basin and try to explore whether and how contact influences the distinctive words of a
dialect. In the first year, the Hsinpu town in Hsinchu County will be investigated,
where there exist 96% Hakka people, and according to the native speakers, this town
belongs to a Hai-Lu Hakka; however most of them can speak Sixian Hakka as well.
Based on the data collected so far, it is observed that the variation between Sixian and
Hai-Lu distinctive words depends on the situation. In this case, it is a code-switched
instead of a mixed subdialect here.

Key words: Si-Hai Hakka, language contact, code-switching
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