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Yang-Ming University, a research-oriented
university, is one of the many universities in
“The Top University Plan” that the Government
is now developing. On our campus, we can see
many foreign students from around the world.
Though they are different in nationality, they, like
other Taiwanese students, are also members of
our Yang-Ming University. But due to language
barriers, we seldom “hear” their voices in our
school publications. This time, we have the honor
to invite Mr. Sanon, president of “International
Students Committee” to be interviewed, and we
hope that through this interview, we can learn
more about the situation of foreign students at
Yang-Ming.

By Deborah Fang

Deborah: Could you introduce yourself and give us a brief introduction about your country?

Olivier: | am Wourozou Olivier Constantin
SANON,; but I prefer to be called, Olivier which
is easier for many people to pronounce. | am
a Dental surgeon (DDS). | come from Burkina
Faso. Currently, | am a second year of Master
student in the International Health Program at
the National Yang Ming University.

To introduce my country, Burkina Faso is coined
from one of the Burkinabe languages which
means “the country of honest people”. It is a
developing country located somewhat in the
middle of West Africa. It is a landlocked country
with an approximate land area of 274,000 km?2
and 16 million inhabitants. Burkina Faso offers
a rich cultural diversity with approximately
sixty different ethnic groups, each with its own
culture and traditions. The most important

groups remain Mossi (50%), Fulani or Peulhs
(7%), Bobo (5%).

The capital is Ouagadougou in the central
region, and the second town also known as
economic capital is Bobo-Dioulasso in the
west.

The official language is French, with three main
local languages: Moore, Dioula and Fulfude.
In terms of religion, 55% are Muslim, 25%
Christian (mainly Roman Catholics) and 20%
follow traditional religion.

It is one of the biggest countries maintaining
diplomatic relations with Taiwan (R.O0.C).
Burkina Faso is very stable country ruled by a
democratic regime since 1990's.



Deborah: Why did you choose Yang-Ming

University to study?

Olivier: Did | really choose Yang Ming University?

| can say ‘no” and 'yes".

“No”’, because | had only one choice; "yes’,
because | applied for International Health
Program provided by the NYMU.

Now | can say NYMU is the best choice | have
made. | have a great opportunity to be taught
by eminent professors who are alumni of
prestigious world-class universities including,
though not limited to, Harvard, John Hopkins,
and Oxford. The system in school is well
organized and offered the unique opportunity
to meet very famous professors and researchers
(Nobel Prize winners). In addition, NYMU staff,
including both academic and non-academic,
is really supportive and readily available at our
disposal despite their heavy workload.

The NYMU is special because we, as
international students, have opportunity to
learn from each other and to foster relationship
which could be helpful is the future global
cooperation.

Deborah: Have you had any special experience

in school that you would like to share with
the readers?

Olivier: | have so many experiences in school

as well as in Taiwan. I'll just share two main
experiences with readers.

The first is related to the organization and
information. As | mentioned earlier on, the
system in NYMU is meticulously organized
throughout the year. This allows for smooth

T4k

conduct of all student sessions ranging from
dorm selection, medical examination for
freshmen, courses selection, etc. Students are
kept well-informed about issues affecting their
academic and social life.

The second aspect I'd like to stress on is related
to NYMU officials and their staff: professors are
available to guide students in their research,
and their staff also shows supportive hand to
tackle any difficulties that may occur.

The other thing I'd like to share is the easy
access to documentation and information
in the research process through library and
internet. Access to the e-campus and the
online library are both 24/7.

Beside the academic domain, NYMU offers
a beautiful and picturesque environment
favorable for study as well as for physical
exercise and sport as the old Latin adage goes:
"Mens sana, in corpora sano” (a healthy mind in
a healthy body).
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Deborah: As the president of “International

Students Committee”, what do you think
it's the most difficult thing that foreign
students would encounter?

Olivier: We all are aware that once you leave

your home country to study abroad, you will
encounter difficulties. Even though Taiwan
offers a safe living environment, International
students have to face several difficulties.

The first difficulty, | think, is the “cultural shock”
including among others language barrier and
food culture. Living with people speaking
different language and not understanding
any single sentence of what they are talking
about really make you feel bad and illiterate.
Sometimes, even if you (as a foreigner) try to
speak mandarin, people hardly understand
because of the intonation and tones. This
specifically puts you off when you want to ask
for directions or order food in a restaurant.

The second most difficult thing that
international students face is naturally
loneliness and the lack of home comfort. Some
students traveled more than 24 hours and are
now living 18000 km far from their families
and loved ones. The only “physical” contact is
internet and telephone. Some students spend
large amount of money to keep in touch with
their families and loved ones.

| think most of the difficulties international
students encounter stem from the language
barrier, which impedes their integration,
prevents them to participate in some activities,

and widens the gap with local students.
How to overcome these difficulties?

The NYMU International Students Council
was created to cope with these difficulties.
One of its objectives is to build a friendship
environment among us as well as with local
students.

An international student day could be held in
order to break the “fear” or the myth of foreign
student.

e L

Deborah: Do you think the “English

Environment” is convenient enough for
International students in Yang-Ming?

Olivier: in the class (during the lecture hours), and

outside the class (on the campus).

| can say NYMU professors, particularly those
from the international Health Program (IHP), are
well prepared to provide courses in English and
are up to date with current information. The
medium of instruction in the IHP programme is



English; so all are convenient and feel at ease in
the lecture rooms.

On the campus, the interaction with local
students is made difficult because of the
language barrier: local student express
mainly themselves in Mandarin that make
communication difficult. In the other hand,
some courses are only provided in Mandarin,
and therefore it become “impossible” for
international students to attend these courses
(qualitative research, community health, etc.).

My suggestion would be to provide English
class in order to improve the English level of
both local and international
students (speaking and writing)
and to facilitate interaction with
local students. In fact sometimes,
it seems like there is an “invisible
wall" that separates international
from local students, and that
tends to prevent interaction and
subsequent learning from each
other.

| take this opportunity to warmly
thank NYMU officials and their
staff for the convenient study
environment they offer to
students, and for their constant
availability and supportive
attitude towards us.

NYMU is special because of
the teaching quality, the study
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environment, beautiful and picturesque nature
and the cultural diversity of international
students coming from various countries.

| can confidently say that | learnt from this rich
diversity and I am still learning. The National
Yang Ming motto is “Today’s Students,
Tomorrow Giants”. Graduate students from
NYMU already experienced this: after being
graduated from the NYMU, most of them hold
decisional (leadership) position either in their
home country or at regional level. Meaning
they are today giants. So let's say “Today's
students, tomorrow giants in order to build a
better world, with a brighter future”. &
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