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Saint Paul Renaissance:
New Icons for Contemporary Radical Politics?
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Abstract

his article seeks to review critically three highly original

reinterpretations of Saint Paul: Jacob Taubes’ The Political Theology
of Paul, Alain Badiou’s Saint Paul: the Foundation of Universalism; and
Giorgio Agamben’s The Time that Remains: A commentary on the Letter to
the Romans. Each of the three philosophers presented important insights
into the political theology of Paul. Badiou shows that Paul delineates a new
figure of the subject as the bearer of a universal truth and that the Pauline
figure of the subject still harbors a genuinely revolutionary potential today.
Agamben explores the problem of messianic life and argues that Walter
Benjamin’s philosophy of history constitutes an appropriation of Paul’s
concept of “remaining time.” This article particularly examines Badiou
and Agamben’s interpretations of Paul in relating to their philosophical
problematic and to their world political projections.

Keywords: Saint Paul, political theology, universalism, messianic life,
remaining time
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