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Abstract

In the narratives about the 1970s, the 1970s is remembered as an age of idealism, which
carries a sense of nostalgia against the bleak background of late capitalism. Whether it
is remembered in such commercial films as Boli zhi cheng (City of Glass), in the sort of oral
history as “Zhengchang meilidao” (Treasuring Formosa), or in the cultural critique of Sixiang
(Thought), the 1970s is portrayed as an age painted with beauty, remorse, innocence and
passion. In the myriad of narratives, what collective memory and historical consciousness
does the 1970s signify for the “Chinese” people living in Hong Kong, Taiwan and the U.S.?
How do these diverse narratives about the 1970s reflect the historical structure of the time?
By revisiting the 1970s, what lessons are to be gained for today?

The novels of Liu Daren and Zhang Xiguo, China Times’ special issue on the 1970s, Thought
Magazine’s special issue on the “Taiwanese 1970s,” as well as the last issue of The 1990s
(Jiushiniandai) represent different attempts at narrating the 1970s and thus diverse ways of
constructing historical consciousness. Linking together these narratives about the 1970s in
North America, Taiwan and Hong Kong, I take generation and period to be two dissimilar
but intersecting concepts for understanding the significance of the 1970s. By raising such
ideas as the “Chinese 1970s” and the “transpacific generation of resistance,” this article
discusses the complex historical and emotional entanglements and points out the limitation
of national historiography as texts of selective memories. Through a critical analysis of these
interconnected narratives about the 1970s, it seeks to carve an “access” into the 1970s, not to
restore the so-called historical truth, but to explore and capture the complexities of the 1970s
as a critical historical moment. Its fruitful possibilities suggest the importance of seizing the
1970s as a critical project for the present.

Keywords: the Chinese 1970s, the transpacific generation of resistance,

historical consciousness, periodization, politics of narration,
the Baodiao movement
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