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Abstract

Thc social conflict triggered by social insurance contributions has become a
key component of the ensuing crisis of contemporary mainland China. This
article focuses on an episode of the strike action staged by a group of migrant
workers at a UNIQLO supplier in Shenzhen, exploring the vulnerable group’s
fear generated by the underpayment of social security and the political action
that follows, from the perspective of affective politics. This paper investigates the
ways in which politics of fear configures and articulates in a relational structure
of power; the hegemony formulates a set of top-down strategies of governance
out of the fear for losing power, which in turn create the fear of migrant workers
through the long-standing prejudicial pohc1es and complicities with capital; the
transformation of government-inflicted fear into concrete political action from the
bottom up and the intensification of fear of the hegemony. Through such analytic
trajectory, this paper explores the heterogeneous political formations of fear, how
they are interwoven in complex ways, and in particular how the performance of
opposition is made possible through the body and the construction of identity.
For the migrant workers under multiple forms of repression, the politics of fear
may create a space of self-empowerment, allowing them to reshape self-identities
and subvert the existing power relations in their adversarial confrontations.
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