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Abstract

On 2 February 2020, Li Wenliang, known for raising awareness of early
COVID-19 inflections in Wuhan, died after contracting the virus while
treating patients. As one of the few whistleblowing doctors who tried to warn
about the coronavirus outbreak but was investigated for allegedly spreading
rumors, his death has sparked widespread public sentiments in mainland China.
His Weibo page was soon turned into a ‘wailing wall’ where netizens come to
pour out their grief and other emotions. This article takes the messages posted
on Li’s last entry as the focus of analysis, investigating the way such emotionally
charged private narratives — which are based on the lived experiences of
the individual — have brought into being a distinct structure of feeling and
formulated “affective publics” in China. Through an analysis of the collective
mourning of Li, this article focuses on the way the affective publics open up an
affective space of private storytelling and render the personal political through
daily-life narratives. This is manifested in the private narrative’s disturbance
and dissolution of official grand narratives and the formulation of the “injured
subject” marked by political intensity and potentials.

Keywords: Mourning, Private narrative, Structure of feeling, Affective publics,
Performative politics, Injured subject
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