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CCS Teaching and Learning Symposium
Let Students Become Runners, not Just
Complete a Single Marathon

At our college, we organize a Teaching and
Learning Symposium each semester, where we
invite outstanding professors to share their teaching
experiences. This initiative serves as a catalyst
not only for our continuous growth as educators
but also as a forum for mutual inspiration and the
exchange of ideas. Our goal is to aggregate our
collective experiences, overcome upcoming teaching
challenges, and advance toward the expansive realm
of knowledge dissemination.

This year, the College of Computer Science has invited
Professor Ping-Chun Hsieh, who received both the
2021 Outstanding Teaching Award and the 2021
Award for Teaching in English, to join us for this event.
We are also honored to welcome Professor Yi-Ping
You, who was recognized with the 2021 Outstanding
Teaching Award, and Professor I-Chen Lin, the
recipient of the 2021 CCS Teaching Award. They will
deliver speeches and share their perspectives on their
commitment to achieving teaching excellence, with
the aim of nurturing students' abilities for independent
learning and critical thinking.

During the symposium, Professor Ping-Chun Hsieh
shared his primary teaching aspiration, which
centers on igniting students' passion for research.
His educational goal is to transform students from
passive "knowledge consumers" to active "knowledge
producers." He thinks that courses in probability,
reinforcement learning principles, and optimization
algorithms represent the most effective means to
achieve this objective. Expanding on this premise,
Professor Hsieh suggested that the most effective
method of behavior change is to "reshape one's
identity," encouraging students not merely to complete
a marathon but to become dedicated runners. Hence,
he advocates for inspiring and instructing students in
the practice of discussing and defining problems, as
well as participating in the development of research
communities. This approach enables students to
naturally integrate thinking and research patterns into
their other coursework.

Following that, Professor I-Chen Lin discussed
strategies for enhancing the likelihood of positive
feedback and academic success among students
in the class. He emphasized that the ambiance
established by an instructor can significantly influence
students' motivation to participate in classes.

When instructors derive enjoyment from teaching
and incorporate interesting questions that engage
students, this enthusiasm can stimulate their curiosity.
As an illustration, Professor Lin introduced the concept
of "Generating Specific Effects in Terminator" and
delved into the algorithms required to achieve such
effects. He illustrated these concepts using relatable
and enjoyable real-life examples to foster a greater
sense of involvement among students.

Finally, Professor Yi-Ping You shared his instructional
strategies for fostering students' enthusiasm in the
classroom. In his course of Introduction to Compiler
Design, he asked students to upload their assignments
to GitHub, thereby motivating them to employ a
version control system for their assignments. The
adoption of this platform for submitting assignments
received exceptionally favorable responses. Given the
pedagogical triumph, Professor You also introduced
his innovative ideas; he recommended integrating the
submission of homework with the college's GitLab
and proposed engaging teaching assistants to provide
support to students with their assignments, thereby
optimizing the efficient use of educational resources.

Thanks to the unwavering commitment of three
professors who put their utmost effort into teaching,
we can observe how our college's outstanding
teaching heritage can sustain and seamlessly merge
with innovative approaches tailored to the needs
of modern students. The pursuit of knowledge is
eternal, as is the act of teaching. As society advances,
our faculty members have developed their unique
techniques to ensure that the gap between them and
their students doesn't widen with time. Instead, they
cultivate lasting refinement and nurture an enduring
passion for teaching throughout the years, which
continues to ignite and inspire students' aspirations.
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