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Random Walk on The Surface of A Sphere

Student : Yu-Ling Huang Advisor : Dr. Nan-Fu Peng

Institute of Statistic
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This thesis is to find an easy way-to-simulate the random walk on the
surface of a sphere. We use the gambler’s ruin-theory as the main idea, and the
rotation formula and cross section property in three-dimension as a help to
simulate the random walk process. Suppose the random walk will terminate
when it reaches the area of equator or Arctic Circle. We set each step size in
the random walk been fixed, and the direction of the next step is randomly
chosen. Then we compute the probability of success to reach the goal and the
expected step to terminate. The result shows that the behavior of the random

walk on the surface of a sphere is similar to the gambler’s ruin formula.

Keyword: random walk - rotation
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£3.1 R HP S SR B S RS F

FROABEEF ¥R M@ ¥R A EX

1 0.0144 23 0.2626 45 0.5537
2 0.0247 24 0.2756 46 0.5833
3 0.0391 25 0.2845 47 0.5894
4 0.0517 26 0.3018 48 0.6012
5 0.0621 27 0.3146 49 0.6143
6 0.072 28 0.3292 50 0.6364
7 0.0801 29 0.3315 51 0.6574
8 0.0932 30 0.3504 52 0.6824
9 0.0998 31 0.3702 53 0.6972
10 0.1126 32 0.3836 54 0.7138
11 0.124 33 0.3892 55 0.7344
12 0.1307 34 0.3988 56 0.7547
13 0.1497 35 0.4195 57 0.779
14 0.1623 36 0.4247 58 0.7928
15 0.1784 37 0.4321 59 0.8177
16 0.1799 38 0.4482 60 0.8286
17 0.1884 39 0.4725 61 0.8537
18 0.2088 40 0.4852 62 0.8826
19 0.2158 41 0.5034 63 0.9091
20 0.2328 42 0.5223 64 0.9252
21 0.2388 43 0.5376 65 0.9561

N
N

0.2431 44 0.545
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#3.2

SR E RS %

¥R O OPyHhiEk FR O OPEHE O FR  PHHEK
1 185.7869 23 2132.031 45 2248.373
2 317.0791 24 2143.494 46 2187.003
3 430.5564 25 2202.633 47 2178.715
4 552.4942 26 2244.336 48 2093.866
5 670.5594 27 2280.125 49 2084.278
6 798.1686 28 2347.84 50 2017.356
7 902.2981 29 2387.121 51 1927.679
8 1012.038 30 2381.418 52 1847.946
9 1071.853 31 2391.437 53 1759.81
10 1199.587 32 2412.104 54 1711.938
11 1270.092 33 2454.929 55 1609.169
12 1355.005 34 2450.352 56 1502.505
13 1486.08 35 2449.169 57 1386.755
14 1568.415 36 2459.602 58 1298.695
15 1623.881 37 2426.542 59 1167.023
16 1664.632 38 2417.266 60 1081.353
17 1787.097 39 2432.37 61 940.4222
18 1850.396 40 2403.899 62 768.4553
19 1905.596 41 2358.658 63 610.9491
20 2002.244 42 2332.806 64 513.36
21 2023.779 43 2314.562 65 310.1307
22 2087.072 44 2273.538
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£3.3 SR TS GG RS R

vre AP HIEAL e AR
HR 2% 5 () ijﬁ) ‘pr‘ HR 2HE S (D) Qf&) ﬁgﬁ
0 0 0 0 33 1 1 0
1 0571429 0.57105 0.000663 34 1 1 0
2 0.816327 0.81733 0.001229 35 1 1 0
3 0921283 0.92074 0.000589 36 1 1 0
4 0966264 0.96551 0.00078 37 1 1 0
5 0985542 0985 0.00055 38 1 1 0
6 0993804 0.99408 0.000278 39 1 1 0
70997344 0.99697 0.000375 40 1 1 0
8 0998862  0.999 0.000138 41 1 1 0
9  0.999512 0.99955 3.78E-05 42 1 1 0
10 0.999791 0.99981 1.9-05 43 1 1 0
11 099991 0.99989 2.04E-Q5: 44 1 1 0
12 0.999962 0.99989 7.16E-05 45 1 1 0
13 0.999984 0.99999 6.46E-06 46 1 1 0
14 0.999993 0.99998 1.29E-05 47 1 1 0
15 0.999997 0.99999 6.98E-06 48 1 1 0
16 0.999999 1 1.3E:06. 49 1 1 0
17 0.999999 0.99999 9.44E-06 * 50 1 1 0
18 1 1 0 51 1 1 0
19 1 1 0 52 1 1 0
20 1 1 0 53 1 1 0
21 1 1 0 54 1 1 0
22 1 1 0 95 1 1 0
23 1 1 0 56 1 1 0
24 1 1 0 57 1 1 0
25 1 1 0 58 1 1 0
26 1 1 0 59 1 1 0
27 1 1 0 60 1 1 0
28 1 1 0 61 1 1 0
29 1 1 0 62 1 1 0
30 1 1 0 63 1 1 0
31 1 1 0 64 1 1 0
32 1 1 0 65 1 1 0

31

[




w
N

234 FREHRII AP ERAEEHERESS LR

v R T AT LYY S

(1) () E TR @) P R s

U U

0 0 0 0 33 82.5 82.52696  0.000327
1 91.78571 91.69662 0.000971 34 80 79.9395  0.000756
2 129.6939 129.7817 0.000677 35 77.5 77.50962  0.000124
3 1445117 144311 0.001388 36 75 74.97604  0.000319
4 149.4336 149.3787 0.000367 37 72.5 72.56172  0.000851
S  150.1144 150.0829 0.000209 38 70 70.05252  0.00075
6  148.9776 149.238 0.001748 39 67.5 67.574 0.001096
7 147.0618 147.0515 6.99E-05 40 65 65.01852  0.000285
8  144.8122 144.8428 0.000211 41 62.5 62.48858  0.000183
9 1424195 142.3525 0.000471 42 60 59.95134  0.000811
10 139.9655 139.9507 0.000106 43 57.5 57.4767  0.000405
11 137.4852 137.4368 0.000352,.:44 55 54.98498  0.000273
12 134.9937 135.1055 0.000828 45 52.5 52.49672  6.25E-05
13 132.4973 132.5052 5.96E-05 @ 46 50 49.96878  0.000624
14 129.9988 129.954 0.000345 47 475 4756354  0.001338
15 127.4995 127.4178 0.000641 48 45 45.0165  0.000367
16 124.9998 125.0077 6.3E-05. .49 42,5 425962  0.002264
17 122.4999 122.4856 0.000117 50 40 40.0061  0.000153
18 120  119.8916 0.000903 51 37.5 37.48846  0.000308
19 1175 117.6291 0.001099 52 35 35.04942  0.001412
20 115  114.9007 0.000863 53 32,5 32.47774  0.000685
21 1125 112,578 0.000693 o4 30 30.00688  0.000229
22 110  110.0418 0.00038 55 27.5 27.46874  0.001137
23 107.5 107.4801 0.000185 96 25 249664  0.001344
24 105  105.0422 0.000402 57 22.5 22.48946  0.000468
25 1025 102.4697 0.000296 S8 20 20.01906  0.000953
26 100  100.1001 0.001001 59 17.5 17.52362  0.00135
27 97.5  97.60414 0.001068 60 15 15.04154  0.002769
28 95 94.9919 8.53E-05 61 12.5 12.4802  0.001584
29 92.5  92.40544 0.001022 62 10 10.01566  0.001566
30 90 90.0864 0.00096 63 7.5 7.48448  0.002069
31 87.5  87.55426 0.00062 64 5 5.015 0.003

85 84.91768 0.000968 65 2.5 2.38083 0.047668
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#£3.6 7 phetas feiFr RS H S F R E S

%72  Beta(3,1) Beta(3,2) Beta(3,3) Beta(2,3) Beta(1,3) uniform

1 0 0 0.0155 0.8081 09786  0.0144
2 0 0 0.0262 0.9374  0.9981  0.0247
3 0 0 0.0361 0.9792 0.9998  0.0391
4 0 0 0.0469  0.9927 1 0.0517
5 0 0 0.0594  0.9977 1 0.0621
6 0 0 0.0706  0.9991 1 0.072
7 0 0 0.0849  0.9999 1 0.0801
8 0 0 0.0897 1 1 0.0932
9 0 0 0.1055 1 1 0.0998
10 0 0 0.119 1 1 0.1126
11 0 0 0.1312 1 1 0.124
12 0 0 0.1385 1 1 0.1307
13 0 0 0.1543 1 1 0.1497
14 0 0 0.1601 1 1 0.1623
15 0 0 0.1789 1 1 0.1784
16 0 0 0.1891 1 1 0.1799
17 0 0 0.1968 1 1 0.1884
18 0 0 0.2084 1 1 0.2088
19 0 0 0.2217 1 1 0.2158
20 0 0 0.2271 1 1 0.2328
21 0 0 0.253 1 1 0.2388
22 0 0 0.2613 1 1 0.2431
23 0 0 0.2614 1 1 0.2626
24 0 0 0.283 1 1 0.2756
25 0 0 0.2833 1 1 0.2845
26 0 0 0.3082 1 1 0.3018
27 0 0 0.3194 1 1 0.3146
28 0 0 0.325 1 1 0.3292
29 0 0 0.3518 1 1 0.3315
30 0 0 0.3571 1 1 0.3504
31 0 0 0.3703 1 1 0.3702
32 0 0 0.3888 1 1 0.3836
33 0 0 0.3945 1 1 0.3892
34 0 0 0.4088 1 1 0.3988
35 0 0 0.4183 1 1 0.4195
36 0 0 0.4327 1 1 0.4247
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40
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42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
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63
64
65
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0
0.0001
0.0002
0.0008
0.0105

O O O O O O O O O OO0 O0ODO0O0O0OO0OOO0OOoOoOoo oo

o

0.0007
0.003
0.0125
0.0397
0.13

0.4523
0.4577
0.4813
0.4987
0.5113
0.524
0.5355
0.5578
0.5686
0.5888
0.5967
0.618
0.6341
0.6537
0.6655
0.6784
0.7045
0.7142
07323
0.763
0./761
0.8001
0.8164
0.8479
0.864
0.8871
0.9052
0.9322
0.9574

P PR R RPPRPRBRERBRRRPPRRERPRPRREPRPRRERPRRERRERERLERL®R

P PR R RPRPRPRRPRRPRPRRPRPRPRREPRPRRPRPRREPRPRRERIERLERLRLER

0.4321
0.4482
0.4725
0.4852
0.5034
0.5223
0.5376
0.545

0.5537
0.5833
0.5894
0.6012
0.6143
0.6364
0.6574
0.6824
0.6972
0.7138
0.7344
0.7547
0.779

0.7928
0.8177
0.8286
0.8537
0.8826
0.9091
0.9252
0.9561
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3.7 % Frbetas peir B 42 ok 9 Hoenp ¥ ERORE %

%72  Beta(3,1) Beta(3,2) Beta(3,3) Beta(2,3) Beta(1,3) uniform
1 3.0107 5.0035 180.3125 184.3015 135.593 185.7869
2 5.0573 8.2842 319.8471 211.2709 136.3318 317.0791
3 7.0851 115375 411.3669 217.0764 134.4115 430.5564
4 9.1766  15.2498 526.7513 216.8748 132.3252 552.4942
5 11.2345 18.4776 637.5655 214.7779 130.2504 670.5594
6 13.3317 21.8515 759.7591 211.4438 128.1467 798.1686
7 15.4696 25.5045 886.9566 208.3564 126.3201 902.2981
8 175481 28.7266 972.8154 204.6057 124.0601 1012.038
9 19.6669 32.1537 1060.774 201.2125 122.0637 1071.853
10 21.6731 35.6823 1172.046 197.6118 119.795 1199.587
11 23.8364 39.1877 1280.919 195.088 117.8662 1270.092
12 25.8858 424798 1363.118 190.2699 115.6743 1355.005
13 279707 46.0516 1439.68 187.5566 113.6164 1486.08
14 30.0505 49.0233 1483542 '183.2318 111.5113 1568.415
15 32.1885 52.8233 +1603.091..180.1565 109.1784 1623.881
16 34.23 56.3425 - 1641.862 :'177.3172 107.2223 1664.632
17 36.2197 59.7091: 1707.947 173.5929 105.1063 1787.097
18 38.3903 63.2145+ 1794:412--170.2867 102.9212 1850.396
19 40.6409 66.6959 °1860.014 166.7295 100.7224 1905.596
20 42.4517 70.0618 1873.4791163.1231 98.7095 2002.244
21 44,7391 73.1979 1967.313 159.7736 96.5861 2023.779
22 46.8565 76.5753 2014.199 156.3728 94.5989 2087.072
23 48.7689 79.9759 2061.144 152.7598 92.4471 2132.031
24 50.9784 83.8929 2123.897 149.3525 90.4005 2143.494
25 53.1118 86.8056 2157.574 146.1692 88.3166 2202.633
26 55.0976  90.5261 2207.049 142.6508 86.3128 2244.336
27 57.238 93.8755 2234.421 138.785 84.1359 2280.125
28 59.4122 96.9957 2216.109 136.1427 82.0358 2347.84
29 61.4157 101.1855 2301.971 131.8018 79.8468 2387.121
30 63.4214 103.8144 2315.958 128.2073 77.6822 2381.418
31 65.6423 107.9886 2332.606 125.0758 75.8923 2391.437
32 67.6498 111.2967 2331.292 121.6061 73.5955 2412.104
33 69.827 114.4198 2366.955 118.4889 71.3944 2454.929
34 717706 117.7441 2333.543 114.7886 69.4419 2450.352
35 73.7005 121.2781 2396.634 110.9406 67.1696 2449.169
36 76.1081 124.7699 2394.805 107.725 65.1306 2459.602
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37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

78.1078
80.0623
82.1415
84.2802
86.4155
88.4069
90.3704
92.6086
94.5109
96.8082
98.9383
100.6985
102.9291
104.9258
107.0889
109.1558
111.2604
113.4775
115.2988
117.5313
119.5189
121.6093
123.4326
125.7872
127.8702
129.8617
131.8182
133.7293
134.5276

128.3355
131.4538
135.3498
138.3091
141.8152
145.0424
148.3557
151.919
155.7997
158.6885
162.0521
165.6327
169.1571
172.1504
175.2372
179.0327
182.352
185.9548
189.3317
192.9857
195.6791
198.8116
203.2406
205.8612
209.4816
211.337
213.5076
210.7151
193.0658

2358.249
2351.234
2306.715
2288.097
2317.528
2257.72
2267.53
2218.134
2172.059
2133.831
2117.097
2023.482
1978.133
1920.154
1846.762
1820.404
1704808
1652.615
1546.27
1468.109
1368.416
1219:535
1151.206
1019.12
888.3129
738.9128
620.4948
446.6872
294.8881

104.4098
100.6605
97.5422
93.6528
90.6306
87.0748
83.3361
80.2903
76.2367
72.7141
69.2155
65.8812
62.3041
58.929
55.2657
51.9124
48.2845
45.0079
41.3603
37.8668
34.0731
31.0518
27.3145
23.945
20.1534
16.608
13.1995
9.603
6.1457

63.0472
60.9171
58.6251
56.7282
54.5682
52.5097
50.331
48.3238
46.0043
44.1103
41.8842
39.7505
37.7662
35.5115
33.5173
31.2601
29.1893
27.053
24.9659
22.7669
20.6828
18.5684
16.4353
14.2769
12.1765
10.1191
7.9119
5.7467
3.6641

2426.542
2417.266
2432.37
2403.899
2358.658
2332.806
2314.562
2273.538
2248.373
2187.003
2178.715
2093.866
2084.278
2017.356
1927.679
1847.946
1759.81
1711.938
1609.169
1502.505
1386.755
1298.695
1167.023
1081.353
940.4222
768.4553
610.9491
513.36
310.1307
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