A developmental study on the perception of "child-mimicking” style
found in children’s picture books




e

MDS

R ¢ A DIEEE  RE  REE  pIB e N



ABSTRACT

A developmental study on the perception of "child-mimicking”
style found in children’s picture books
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National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

Amongst various styles of children’s picture books, there is a style in which artists attempt
to imitate children’s biological development of vision, psychological perspectives or drawing
characteristics in their drawings. This tries to create a drawing style similar to children’s
unique ways of expression, or even equivalent to their ways of drawing. This phenomenon is
particularly common in Asia, and is referred to as “child-mimicking”. The purpose of this
research is to probe the differences between adult's and children's cognition with regard to this
phenomenon, to investigate its development and meaning, and to analyze its characteristics
and style. To investigate this .issue, methodologies in psychology, namely the
Multidimensional Scaling and Cluster; Analysis, will be used.

The first step is the use of Classical Multidimensional Scaling, which collects similarity
data from adults and children and analyzes the cognitive differences of the imitation of the art
of children in different age groups, so*that individual and overall perceptual maps can be
drawn to obtain the most suitable scale and-definition. This helps to observe the development
of the cognitive differences and understand the meanings of this style with respect to different
age groups. The target audience ranges from kindergarten children to adults. According to
different development periods of children’s drawing and knowledge of cognitive development,
four age groups are classified. These groups include kindergarten children, Grade 3 students,
Grade 6 students and adults. Each age group consists of 30 people, with a total number of 120
people.

The second step is the analysis of data by using another method — Cluster Analysis to
obtain the optimal cluster membership and cluster dendrogram. And lastly, the MDS method
is used to analyze the results and generate perceptual maps for comparison; this verifies the
accuracy of the results produced by the MDS method.

Furthermore, the attitude towards drawing style and the focus of interest differ as age
changes. This is also closely related to the characteristics of the development of children’s
drawings, and helps us to better understand the meanings behind the cognitive process.

Keywords: illustration ;children’s picture books ; child-mimicking; cluster analysis ;MDS
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