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From Academy Education to Public Education :
Social Change in Miaoli County from Late in the Qing Dynasty
to the Early Japanese Colonial Era (1889-1927 )

Student : Chin-Hsuan Ho Advisor : Dr. Jui-Chih Lien

National Chiao Tung University College of Hakka Studies
Degree of Hakka Society and Culture

ABSTRACT

The opening ground of the Hans in Miaoli transplanted the way of life, the custom, and the
political, economic and educational systems.  Gradually, it formed a Confucian society that
values the imperial examination system , education, and the Confucian culture highly.
However, Taiwan became one of Japanese colonies in 1895, Japan applied its occidentalized
experiences to practice measures with the goal to assimilate and obtain economic benefits.
Therefore, Miaoli, a traditional Confucian society, gradually modernized.

Education was an important work that overcame the misunderstanding of language for
the colonial government and that assimilated the colonials. Therefore, The Office of
Governor-General established the modernized educational system in Taiwan. Through
Mandarin learning institutes and public schools, people in Miaoli experienced the education
different from the traditional Confucian culture for the first time. Moreover, the adaptation
of those who acquired the new education reflected the change and process from the Confucian
society to a modernized one.

The changes of the place for teaching, education system, and the curriculum explain the
trend of modernization. However, how the people got used to the new education showed the
rate of the society change and the psycho factor of whether the society will change or not.

For the different generations in a society, especially those who are educated by traditional
Confucianism, they can deeply feel the crisis about the degeneration of traditional culture

under the change of the educational system. Some people chose to resist the new education



while some people decided to take part in but insist to promote the traditional culture and to
set up the clubs for poetry at the same time. As a result, it made the Confucianism last in

Miaoli during the Japanese Colonial Period when the society gradually modernized.
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