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National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

The soldiers who came to Taiwan around 1949 with the KMT government are all
very old now (2011). These veterans who were once hired by the Republic of China
(the ROC) experienced many political and cultural changes of Taiwan society. The
changes and turbulence include the passing away of Chiang Kai-shek in 1975, the
lifting of Martial Law in 1987, the violent ethnic politics of 1990s, the first time of KMT’s
falling from power in Taiwan in 2000, and KMT’s coming back in power in 2008, etc.
In this long period, how did the ROC use these veterans? How did it arrange their
position in the Taiwan society? What is the vicissitude of these veterans’ images?
Considering the contexts of the changes mentioned above, this essay tries to explore
the meaning of the death of the veterans from Mainland China to the ROC and the
society and how the ROC deals with their death.

Key Words: Diaspora, Event, Death, Mourning,
the Veterans from Mainland China,
Veterans Affairs Commission
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