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ABSTRACT

Recently , owing to the develoment of residents’ community consciousness and the rise of
females’ self-consciousness, women stand out conspicuously in the public field. In the past ,
people were under the inflexible impression that Hakka Females were industrious , frugal ,
bore hardships and worked hard. Nowadays , it seems that obedient image changes , happened
with leaps and bounds and are no longer in the realm of privacy, but have become public
knowledge.

This study makes a thorough inquiry into the process of community participation of
Hakka women in Heng-shan( in Hsin-chu County)from the frame of reference of support and
empowerment. The purpose of the study is not only to make up for the negligence of Hakka Females’
experience joining in public affairs in the academic field , but also to reflect the difficult
position of Hakka Females’ experience joining in public affairs . We hereby respect that by
means of the process of empowerment of females’ women are able to make comcrete and
practical suggestions when participating in public affairs.

The author records the process of community participation of Hakka women in
Heng-shan using qualitative research. The observations locations are communities in JIOU-
Zan-Tou ,SHA-Keng, DA-Du, and NEI-Wan between April,2008 and May,2009, The author
acquired research data by observing and joining the JIOU- Zan-Tou Community Baking
Program . In-depth Intervieing were used to interview these Hakka women volunteers.

This research assay will analyze the remote and the immediate causes of Hakka women’s
participation , role-playng , difficult position as well as the empowerment of females’
self-consciousness. The paper will describe how that women are aware of their ability to join
public affairs and construct knowledge in their community. Hakka women’s participation
highlights their multiple and rich performances . Not only do they participate in community
affairs, and taking care of families, but they are also micro-pioneering workers , who try to
increase the family’s income and enhance their position .These women, whom we called
community leaders (for the sake of this study) are not only “male leader’s assistants”’(Hakka
language called these women FU, Niang ), but also key people who is able to lead public
affairs. At the conclusion of the paper , the paper proposes a limited number of suggestions on
how to engage in follow-up research.

Key words: Heng-shan ~ Hakka women -~ Participate in Community Public Affair -
qualitative research ~ Empowerment
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