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Folk Belief and Ethnic Relation: A Case Study of Wu-gu Temple in

Jhunan-Toufen-Zaociao

student : Cai-Sia Wang Advisors : Dr.Lieh-Shih Lo

College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This research investigated the folk beliefs and ethnic relations of the Han
immigrants in the beginning of the Qing Dynasty through the epigraphs of donations
in the temple of the Wu-gu Emperor rebuilt in Tongzhi years of the Qing Dynasty.
These Han immigrants lived downstream of the Jhonggang River and built the Wu-gu
Temple due to their cooperation in reclamation and the intention of maintaining the
mutual and harmonious relationship, which contributed to the formation of the belief
in Emperor Shennong. These Han immigrants tried to cooperate with one another
under the influence of religious forces; hence the Wu-gu Temple became the only
temple of the Jhonggang River which was co-built and co-worshiped by the Fukien
people and the Cantonese.

Since the principal belief worshipped in the Wu-gu Temple originated from
Guangdong while the temple resided in Fukien area, there is a delicate relationship
between the Fukien people and the Cantonese. The name of Neichuang and
Waichuang represented the different ethnic structure of the Fukien people and the
Cantonese respectively, which implies the ethnic segmentation. However, such kind
of segmentation transformed into a phenomenon in which different races held
different religious rites for the birth of Emperor Shennnong, their common belief, in
the same temple and makes it like different religious activities from two places. The

cooperation and separation in religious rites of these two races in the Wu-gu Temple

ii



further indicates the importance of Emperor Shennong and the mutual differences
formed in their relation of opposition. This ethic difference indeed makes it possible
for the Wu-gu Temple to build a large statue of god, which can attract more believers.

This paper is organized into five chapters: Chapter 1 is the introduction, and
discusses the research process, research methods, and literature review. The

theoretical framework of this research is based on relevant research theories of

29 ¢ 99 <6

traditional Han society, such as “races,” “folk beliefs,” “religious rites,” “circle of
worship,” “local society,” and “local elites” to further discuss, interpret, and explain
the belief in Emperor Shennong and the relationship between the Fukien people and
the Cantonese. Chapter 2 probes into the cultural and geographical relationships
between the Wu-gu Temple and the downstream side of Jhonggang River, as well as
the distribution trend of ancestors. This chapter also eradicates the legend which
claimed that the belief in Emperor Shennong was a belief of the Cantonese through
indicating the nationwide distribution of Shennong belief. Chapter 3 verifies that the
principal belief worshipped in the Wu-gu Temple indeed was from Guangdong
through analyzing the original family home of donors of reconstruction and the range
of worship. It also discusses the local and social competitions between these two races
through social incidents of tax, and further investigates the important role that the
Wu-gu Temple plays. Chapter 4 concerns the mutual harmonious equilibrium through
the internal religious activities held by the villagers of both Neichuang and

Waichuang, and the external sodalities among each temple. Chapter 5 presents

research findings, implications, and prospects.

Keywords : Wu-gu Temple, Emperor Shennong, folk beliefs, races,

large statues of god, Jhunan Township
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