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The Transformation of the Yi-min Belief in Local Context of Toufen

Student © Yu -Ling Fan Advisor - Hsiu-hsin Lin

ABSTRACT

In this article we begin from the Toufen’s local historical background, focusing on the
I-min Temple to discuss the changes of I-min belief throughout different social contexts. In
the early periods of immigration from China, the Five-grain Temple in Chunan integrated
people originated from Fukien and Guangdong, becoming the center of belief in Toufen.
Following the conflicts of the Fukien-Guangdong immigrants and the Lin Shaun-wen incident,
the I-min belief enhanced Hakka’s group ideology, changing the local belief gradually. At the
same time, the Ma Zu belief also played a role to remove these conflicts. As a result, the
beliefs I-min and Ma Zu both became the center of religion in Toufen, replacing the

traditional folk religion of Shen-Nung.

The I-min Temple in Toufen is synonymous with the “April Eighth”, a local activity
originated from the historical incident and takes place on o April in lunar calendar each year.
April Eighth not only becomes the symbeol of Toufen, but-also enhances the identification of
belief and temples. This activity indiréctly-beecomes:the symbol of culture in Toufen, identifies
the influential range of a temple, distinguishes Hakka from other groups, and enhances the

group cohesion and identity.

This article is organized in the following five chapters. The first chapter presents the
motivation, the main purpose, literature review, and research method. The second chapter
investigates the effects of natural environment, built environment, and region division on the
development of the I-min Temple in Toufen by studying this area’s historical background,
geography, early exploitation, administration division, and religion. In this way we can
capture the whole development for this area. The third chapter studies how the traditional folk
religion adjusts in face of modern challenge and how local people worship the I-min relief.
We focus on two I-min Temples’ historical backgrounds, religion ceremony, and their
interaction with local groups. The fourth chapter discusses how two major temples
responsible for the April Eighth in Toufen—the Yongjhen Temple and the I-min
Temple—cooperate to combine the new and old cultures. In addition, we study the role each
temple plays in this activity. The fifth chapter concludes this paper. Through the analysis on
the interaction between I-min Temple and local group, we analyze the change of the I-min

relief, the development of groups, integration, connection, symbol system and group
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connection to further study how local people identify the I-min Temple.

Keywords: Toufen , I-min Temple, I-min belief, integration, community
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