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Between Continuity and Change

--- Exploring National Identity of Hakka Writer Zhuoliu Wu

Student : Chih-Yuan Lo Advisor : Wei-Der Shu

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to explore the national identity formation in Zhuoliu
Wu’s life. 1 made a careful analysis of the developments as well as causes of Wu’s
national identity from his works written in different life periods, including The Fig
Tree, Golden Dewdrop(laiwan Lien-giou), and some other important works.

I made a number of questions in this study: What was the content and meaning of
Zhuoliu Wu’s national identity in-his-various stages? What caused the specific
type of national identity in his-different periods? ~ What kind of continuity and
change existed among his life phases? 1 tried to answer aforementioned questions
through the application of “Psychology of Nigrescence” proposed by William E.
Cross Jr. as well as “Cyeles of Psychological Nigrescence” suggested by Thomas A.
Parham. I put forward a seven-stage-framework of Zhouliu Wu’s national identity:
(1). Childhood (1900-1910); (2). School days (1910-1920); (3). Teaching stage
(1920-1940); (4). Reporter stage [ (1941-1942); (5). Reporter stage 11 (1942-1947);
(6). Stage of Social Affairs, Tatung School, and Mechanical Association
(1947-1964); and (7). Stage of Taiwan Literature (1964-1976).

The first three stages of Wu’s national identity were correspondence with the notion
of “Pre-encounter” proposed by Cross. Due to his grandfather’s influence, he held
the Han identity in his childhood. Although still effected by his grandfather, he
turned his national identity toward Japan during the school days. That was
reasonable for a young man because of education he received and the circumstances
he faced at that time.  After starting to teach, Wu encountered a lot of unfairness,
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but his cowardice and the desire of keeping a stable life made his national identity
unchanged.

Not until the “Incident of Sinpu Sports Ground” in 1940 did Wu’s national identity
stepped into the period of “Encounter” suggested by Cross. It lit the fire of Wu’s
nationalism and began his forth stage of national identity. Wu went to Nanjing in
1941, which is regarded as the period of “Immersion-Emersion.” Soon after
coming back from Nanjing to Taiwan, he turned his national identity into another
period called “Internalization,” which could be seen from his works that revealed
his feelings toward the “Retrocession of Taiwan.” It was the very same period that
Wu confronted the 228 Incident, which caused him to reconsider the inner part of
national identity and brought him into another stage --- “Re-encounter” period. In
the Stage of Social Affairs; Tatung School, and Mechanical Association, he turned
into the period of “Re-Immersion-Emersion.” Finally, in the Stage of Taiwan
Literature, he made some correction and internalization about his Taiwanese
consciousness which combined with his nationalidentity and push himself enter

“Re-Internalization” period.

Key words : Zhuoliu Wu, national identity, Hakka writer, psychology of nigrescence
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