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From Traditional Folklore to Contemporary Hakka Festivals—a Case Study of
Dongshih Sih Ding Ban Festival

Student:Yi _chen Lo Advisor:Dr.Lieh _shih Lo

Collage of Hakka Studeies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture National

Chiao Tung University
Abstract

Xin Ding Ban (Rice Cake for Newborns) is a common Han Chinese folklore in Taiwan,
however, with its unique custom of “Dou Ban” (a contest of making rice cake ) in Dongshih
township is most famous. This essay based on the basic descriptive reports and primary
researches unfolds with both traditional and modern views to discuss the Dongshih Xin Ding
Ban folklore. This essay uses the methods of participant observance to record the rites and the

depth interview with important participator.

Xin Ding Ban was part of wishing rite to the Heaven God which wishing in the beginning of
the year then thanks for giving in the end of the year. At Dongshih, the prosperous frontier in
Chin dynasty, with its intense relationship between Han Chinese and the aboriginals, a
newborn of boy (Xin Ding) means a lot. Every year, all temples in Culture Street, the main
street of Dongshih, hold the rite of wishing to the Heaven God. Xin Ding Ban, the sacrificial
offering, become the most striking symbol to countryman. In order to Increase prospers
atmosphere, people found the organization of Sih-Ding Ban Association to contest to each

other (Dou Ban).

Since Xin Ding Ban iIs more and more important, it become an independent event that losing
its meaning in rites of Heaven God. It is to say the Xin Ding Ban culture became secularized,
and getting larger and larger. Now, it even become the top twelve festivals in the Hakka

village of Hakka Committee.

The research records the transferred process from the traditional custom culture of Xih Ding
Ban to contemporary festival. And the author reminds that no matter how it be changed, in the
residents’ hearts, the competition (Dou Ban) in local temple is still the most important symbol

of culture.

Key words: Xin Ding Ban Association, Dou Ban, Wishing to Heaven God, Twelve Hakka

Festivals
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