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The Comparison of Fox Tricksters in Xing Dynasty and Edo Period

Student: Yaw-Wei Tseng Advisor: Wen-Shu Lai

Institute of Applied Arts
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

The research is a comparatiye study.of fox-tricksters in
China and Japan; especially: focusing on related texts
and images found in Xing Dynasty and Edo Period.
“Image” and “Form’ of fox=tricksters are two main
aspects for comparison. In the aspect of “image”, this
research has found that Japan’s fox trickster originated
form China. The common characteristics shared
between Chinese and Japanese fox trickster
are“changeful” , “allure” , “reciprocator’s marriage”
and “a contest of wits with human”. The unique
characteristics fox trickster in China is “erudite”,
“literator-like” and “humanistic”.

In the aspect of “form”, fox trickster in China is
graceful and implicative but not foxy. Fox trickster in
Japanese ukiyo-e is freaky and exaggerative with foxy

and charming characteristics.

KEYWORDS : Fox > Trickster > Hermeneutics »
Iconography > Ukiyo-e
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