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(1) a.

b. For all/any x,if you break some
object of kind x, then you must go
to buy some object of kind x for
compensation.

(2) a.

b.

(3) a. If you break a glass, you have
to buy (another) one for
compensation.

b. If you break a glass, you have
to buy 1t for compensation.
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Abstract

This project shows that the meaning of
shenme ‘what’ in examples like (1) below
exhibits a phenomenon of double
guantification; that is, shenme ‘what’ is both
universally and existentialy quantified, as is
reflected by the bold English trandlation.

(1) Ni  dapo shenme, jiu de qumai
you break what  then must go buy
shenme (lai pei)
what  to compensate
‘For all/any x, if you break some obj ect
of kind x, then you must go to buy some
object of kind x for compensation.’
(2) a. shei xianlai, she xian chi
who first come who first eat
‘For any person X, if x comes first,
then x eatsfirst.’
b.ni  xiang-dao shenme, jiu xie
you think-of  what
shenme
what
‘For any thing X, if you think of x, then

then write



you write X.’

The behavior of shenme ‘what' in (1)
contrasts with the behavior of shenme ‘what’
in (2a) and she ‘who’ in (2b), where the two
wh-phrases in anaphoric relation must refer
to the same person or object. In other words,
the anaphora seen in (1) is more like one
anaphora as in (3a) rather than /t-anaphora as
in (3b).

(3) a. If you break a glass, you haveto
buy (another) one for compensation.
b. If you break a glass, you haveto
buy it for compensation.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a
semantic analysis that will account for such
phenomenon of double quantification and to
explain why shenme ‘what’ may behave like
English onewith respect to donkey anaphora.

@

(Donkey Sentences)

(1) a.

b.
(2)If John owns a donkey, he will beat

it.
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(Ba" xK[SwIR(w,xK)& break'(you’ ,w)]]

[$2R(z,xK) & go-to-buy'(you’ ,2)]]

b. For any kind of thing x, if thereis
some object y realizing the kind x that
you break, then there must exist some
object z realizing the kind x such that
you go to buy z for a compensation.
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