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Abstract

Universities and colleges in Taiwan are
planning their general education programs in
recent years. Based on my experience of
some studies on the genera education in
American universities and the evaluation to
general education at universities and colleges
in Taiwan, | find three important facts: 1.
Most of the universities and colleges in
Taiwan adopt core curriculum which is much
similar as Harvard University's core
curriculum; 2. Many universities and
colleges in Taiwan adopt or list Chinese and
Western classical great books as the elective
or even required curriculum of general
education; 3. Many new reestablished and
technology-oriented single universities in
Tawan are exploring and planning their
curriculum of general education.

General education and classical great-book
curriculum both at Chicago University and St.
John’s College have long developing
histories and many successful experience.
What are the basic ideas of classica
great-book curriculum and how generd



education have been implemented, evaluated,
and modified at Chicago University and St.
John’s College? They are quite worthy to do
a broad and deep research for making a
reference framework for universities and
collegesin Taiwan.

This research fields of genera education
at Chicago University and St. John’s College
include basic ideas, organization and
personnel, administration and operation,
classification of curriculum, subjects and
credits, rules of studying, real situation of
studying, faculty resource, facilities and
budget, grade methods, teaching evaluation,
hidden curriculum, etc. Literature review is
the main method of this research.
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The most distinctive mark of St. John's Hutchins
College is the fact that al the students of the
same year are reading the same books at the
same time with the sameimmediate
preparation
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