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The Pragmatic Functions of Chinese Epistemic Modals: the News Register
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Abstract

There have been quite a few studies done on the semantic properties and
syntactic behaviors of Chinese modal expressions. However, no comprehensive
framework addressing the pragmatic aspect has been formulated. With the growing
awareness of the importance of equally stressing the semantic, syntactic, and

pragmatic factors in the account of linguistic features, this project aims at uncovering
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the pragmatic forces of Chinese modal expressions. Epistemic modals are used to
express the speaker’s confidence toward the truth of a situation, while the goal of
news reports is to convey what the mass media know or believe to be truth. Both
relate to the truth value of a proposition. Therefore, this project proposes to
investigate the pragmatic functions of Chinese epistemic modals in the register of
news reports.

The relation between epistemic modals and the news register exhibits the
interaction between grammatical features and situational uses. With regards to
grammatical features, epistemic modals have two sub-systems. One is Judgment,
involving Conjecture, Assertive and Alethic; the other is Evidentials, of which
Quotative and Sensation are members. Though modals of different categories have
similar meanings, they achieve diverse pragmatic purposes. Overall, epistemic modal
expressions appear most frequently in society news, which involve the objective
description of an event and the subjective reflection of the reporter. The former is
characterized by Assertive, Alethic, and Sensation, while the latter tends to be
depicted by Conjecture. In politics news, Conjecture is often used to infer the future
direction of political events, while Assertive characterizes events wherein the cause
has been specified. In finance and economics news, Quotative is most common, but

those with support of statistics are featured by Assertive.

Keywords: Chinese, epistemic, modality, news, register

FT R FRA N EH N BT 6 > EZAET S RHTE
B2 EFr 2B ROk oz BA G HFFLI AN T B FA
B2 e N B S e LR N h S R Y e e

LRI - va;J\-j_ SRR EF LT 2 K it (F gmv;guzr
Boyd £ Thorne 1969 ~ McCawley 1975 ~ Cook 1978 ~ Langacker 1978 ~ Perkins 1982;
1983 ~ Coates 1983; 1995 ~ Palmer 1983; 1990 ~ Quirk % 1985 ~ DeCarrico 1986 ~
Myhill 1995 % ; & 3% c0% (T P|4e Tsang 1981 ~ Tiee 1985 ~ :# & /] % 1993 ~ 3%k}
B 1994 ~ Lin £ Tang 1995~ 58 & 2 1997 ~ Fie# &2 @ 2 B 1997 ~ § 485 1999 ~
b7 g iﬁ 2000 ~ F 25 2000 ~ #00K 2003 F ) o qpfaz T o F* kA Ty AT E
4 @4 & % miE A § (4o He 1993 ~ Klinge 1993; 1995 ~ Hinkel 1995 ~ Turnbull
£ Saxton 1997 ~ He ¥ Tsoneva 1998 ~ Papafragou 2000a; 2000b ~ Versrtacte 2001
B BFE TR TR LIITH e FP o AFFT RGN Rk BP0 1l
P FFFEFAEL ;n;;;;” = TG hA e

v
AL ERRTHREAEFULAL LA R R L SR - B



BRI FUaFER AR > B EENE BAPM - F 5 e * ¢ FIF 3 2 henig ¥
Wit riEa FI;LZ Fenddd »m B GAE BAPMIES Y FHRxs 2P
Boj ks BFAPWAET L - AR R LD R R RN ST
p)

f 3t -1 R R f@ LB @@f« Roov fﬂP\ Fe el B4 LA
B od poF o AT R OREY H B RTR E L B R g Ay B nm
Z@f&"%\im?%)?,l_ %2 E’F‘{i\?”'ﬁ"lﬂ\ﬁﬂﬂu’%’@ﬂw%ﬁ *7";(.“’?;‘7]\”&*‘3‘3

’I’ﬂ’;éﬂb o

R Nl

’I'?§ﬁ’liﬂ—’_%ﬁl"i’év\’f‘r:u RER CE R R R R r’”’rﬂt“ L R
FEFRIE LT N F o M P RE (4o AT R w2 h

F—P@J£5r§%%m+vf&0&r#ﬁﬂf gﬁwb@,mfwxgﬁﬁﬂ,pw
ETHRAIROGFER TN AR ORI R AT o S J;};%ﬂpxﬁg,yﬁmﬂ
‘Eiﬁ?@ MF A PEF R ARERRE LTI FNAEFLE TP T
3¢ | (news.chinatimes.com ) ~ ' 8 & 524 2 | (udndata.com) 1 % rﬁi\ﬂ:ﬁﬁ!ﬁéﬂh
(www.ettoday.com.tw) = FgzbeniTHEE 2 THEREZFR 29 T g3
TR K ¢ PR (4T RPEER ST pER T ¢ pRobdR 2 T
FWEA )op -4 4 - E- - Bé&‘iﬁi@*’é#&’ﬁ Bifw -z gAY AT
BRf Py E2EERHEIREFRFTHEE KE2Y S PHRRE
BFREY E R LSRR T HE R &JE‘J»%*I%M%,J (QERE -2~
Eap B Tasddg ) R-AALE- - PRI SAPIENE BT 22
g d MM AEE RN T A AR AEREN L L
HEHMETE O BEASFE- T - pARMRTHE ITRE2 CH- o
B R LR 3N .

BRWEHIY - FANPRBEROFEFOEE B ARRI SR EEL
oy AR 0 (T LA R Y B R o HT VB R (A p,\sﬁ—‘-"—ﬁ?
& 4 I‘—:t—ghm“g”\ dindr s BB RS ) d T Pehi  d A

£ (ambiguity ) eFIR 4 > A 3HF R F F] 0 BTG §5 B o FE RGN s a0 Ei ?éé s
AT FLFRINESL AR A EARFHEY TR R RFALE
ﬂ‘::”ﬁﬂéf?iﬁ:@ﬁi’ g = u?mf_é-z‘;o ‘;;_ ’ﬂia;i'l]wr;}%g Flene § 2 Bt sTE

Y kﬂ\’ﬁ'&
N 5’?

A Erertic s B EEAEATR e éﬁ-(ﬁf’ﬁj' Pty ~ R FE R
EEAEFN)H 3 lkl*’vrrlri-ng;;?flja Hiang o (nk $re gt - 22
BV R LR R AME R fﬂ) ii:?fﬁr*’ Xy 4
Do AR BRI RNNIER AR A AR R DY R o &
B d¢&w§wppﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@&ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ1€’@‘ﬁWﬁZ

-
TR DL R AT APRFRBUFF - B TS ‘?’/’“

T eO®E o &2 % (commonuse) ¥2 ¥ * (normal use) 1% & & iE R o



7 f"b ¥ mﬁl___g.,xf 7 1—‘;—_3‘?._ 4 ..,/L@-é-;lzy sh ’IE.‘IA“W gm)’z 7}@%5’@&‘?"‘]
RS> ﬁJgﬂ#¥m$$’iﬁﬁﬁz@ﬁm?mmﬂk’uﬁiﬁkh{
FARDOT b2t A AE R o b A E AR 0 PR B G
éiﬁﬁéﬁ’mﬁipim% AR o Bth b FAL AR B L ATATR
LA 0 T 245 o

N

A aw  EBGET NF (TRANER) 2HR T (THEE)
2 BT de o0 AR o

FGES R kg o mﬁT%*i%éaﬁﬂ%@%r % RS D AR Am
FRF LN A 5 2% (judgment) 22 % F5 (evidential ) & + % 3L o H ¥ 2|47
““{#ﬁ F"-‘?‘é’jﬁ*q%‘»]’\ A EAETBE - BAEEFETESUEC AR %‘3:}7%\

FEGARR w5 F2 R M agiiR] (conjecture ) ~ #2 /& Wt i § c%7 _ (assertive )
B eag ¥ TFEF DB R (alethlc) R CEI - E S| iﬂp’b?‘é"ﬁz’z@’} 4 e

ERGEY 0 BRHAPIRR G ST AL DRE S 2 <mmmW>
#2504 (sensation) & &% ?é A R REH AR R L S Ry R

aﬁﬁu’f {&’?Eﬁ},ﬁ\:?zgf‘* & @ ?» F"\:E_:JE%» TE 7 FF'&‘F‘ Jm'ha “\’# fi't L-p%:&e
FRAMBERZ A HEME T OBE 2B PR PR R R
EE -3 20

BB T F kg ATRFME § F 3 30 a0 2 S0 - 2t
TORE ¢ HEATR N F TR T R DT o 2 A e el
P R RS AL B B IR N 6 B P P IR e i v
JEh c AP T HRRTE R A LI P EOAE Z o FURRTHR ¢ ErTic A P s
ERFE? RSN ATE B EAR M A 2
ﬁ@,ﬁgﬁ@ﬂaﬁ%iﬁﬁgJFﬁAi#w&~%@o

M (A=) % (43 ) FRATF T faniolif i U E TP AR
%fﬂmlﬁ“%ﬁﬁﬁﬂmmﬁ“wvwwapﬁ%\&gza%ﬁxya
”“&’*ﬁwwﬁﬁm AR M e Bldes B (- )Y & F9R

)
T A% I AT > 28% T EATR 3%@”&*?4&% AT ’erH“%
FTE P I BB o HAR L SFIRACR e Y s S o




2% 16% 27
i o1 25%
31% 36% 33%
% 0% 100%
0% 33% 67%
35% 2% oy
27% 15% 50,
36% 12% 0,
30% 19% 1o,
19% 35% "y
39% 19% =y
31% 23% "y
30% 30% 40%
40% 0% o
0% 50% 50%
(4 - ) sl e

84% 5% 1%
60% 20% v
48% 9% 3%
47% 35% 18%
44% 26% o
50% 30% o
40% 36% i
0% 100% 0%
0% 100% 0%
27% 61% "
18% 46% o
31% 44% 5%
25% 44% o,
35% 36% 0%
% 0% 100%
% 0% 100%




6% 12% 82%
12% 9% 79%
33% 0% 67%
33% 0% 67%
33% 9% 58%
10% 40% 50%
26% 28% 46%
40% 16% 44%
33% 33% 33%
e A A

75% 25% 0%
14% 46% 40%
12% 7% 81%
1% 1% 78%
25% 0% 75%
3% 29% 68%
42% 0% 58%
25% 19% 56%
e A

50% 33% 17%
37% 31% 32%
40% 60% 0%
27% 50% 23%
1% 47% 42%
21% 41% 38%
0% 0% 100%
20% 0% 80%
32% 8% 60%
34% 7% 59%

(Fw ) sl




0% 0% 100%
0% 0% 100%
0% 0% 100%
7% 2% 91%
17% 0% 83%
19% 2% 79%
17% 12% 71%
30% 13% 57%
38% 6% 56%
30% 23% 47%
40% 18% 42%
35% 26% 39%
32% 30% 38%

(43 )0 o iaiol i3

MU R B AR AR A AT AR A M 2 AR R A b T S
BRYFRLIFNIR o FAL (£ ) E]*; SR EILACRRE 7 RTH S| i
Bl G o Blde o BEIEF Y o AR R BRI EF 9B 2 5B
m;;wﬁp\ i >~§Ms )2 L é‘m‘rr‘fﬁx 5o HAaR 11 BRI AL E AT A

> u| b RIS R 26% ~ 11%02 3 58% o & SET AL e * T"“ #
N T o g\, v i AR F BB RTRE S A SRR Y b o Rt B

26% (5 %) | 11% (2 %) |58% (11 )
28% (7 %) | 28% (7 %) |40% (10 i)
13% (1 %) | 13% (1 %) |75% ( 6 i)
20% (2 1) | 40% (4 &) |40% ( 4 )
0% (0 %) | 0% (0®) [100% (13 &)

(%= ) RAoFEEaant i

d (£ )T Ao HEe kBt ;ﬁgg&ﬁ—r.ﬁ—i& —'"K{ AL ATH Y g h g
BB ip B M AR E AT H i nE b B d R i

LRSS R S e RS B R S S A SRS S T
A AR BT R AL G AT O G A AL B 2 g b

-7 -



FHERNBALLGEE > B F e R ECARRRF UL FEE R
iz 0 blde t“G g " Clean ) fyp) & P g7 ;‘j;us'd R 1B E/aeT s Fo

Ep R b A ATHEE P IRE 2t 3R D °?§"F'T
B MR E s Blde DY R RERI BT fofs i m%/»\ ’
- R AL ERESRH BRI o Foduh AR BT £ F B a- BIFPTARAET

N TR SRS R LA L L L
At g%"‘r@t‘ 05] /é{i}'?j;ﬁ,;‘é.—}‘;%]‘]’w& ,ﬁ—'m%a‘,%ﬁb < BDFﬁ_‘iLEﬁfr?

WH LT RS T05 AL G AR L §OEATE A e
#OFERTAIET 2 NERERRFFHEMLDER o bl “%z:«—;; S OFR
CEE SR U mzﬁé%%%‘m—4i’ﬁ£€@’iﬁé??u
HeRo AV R ¥ = g > o Z AR S E L RR SR A
PREIOER 0 AR ERFEATEFNY IR IS A E R
A e LA AL AL SRS
Eoble - RS AN FEY A RS IRk TP T
%ﬁ—@y_ﬁa,—@ya@a,i&4x%§%

(# - J M BE S PATEFA S Ad AR ERE Y L mi Lo
PRI o blde o R B FTAATR ER A S B R F 15 B 0 # Rl
5B (B33%) SraaEs TR (H47%) EEAEF 1B (i 7%) 3@
2B (113%) @« ag? 8 NI AFUSATRE ? o 0B AEATH ehgh g 2
;\éﬁt%ﬂ o FRIL L

33% (5 &) 14% (2 1 25% (11 &)
47% (7 %) 50% (7 @) 23% (10 B )

7% (1 ) 7% (1 8 ) 14% ( 6 )
13% (2 %) 29% (4 ) 9% ( 413 )
0% (0 &) 0% (0 &) 30% (13 )

(Z = ) ATRAE A a0t

AFCA AT ¢ 0 HET k Suengiip) 8E 87 U 2 LT ,3; ®L O R ko d
WHFGARTR S A P %Wﬁ%r?&éx—”é%*%#&«? R }%*“ﬁ G
2R R A BTk S vy ke B 3 PIHEEY MR A

WA A G A kA eda i o l'yl]«élr' A Tk | F—;&% BE 3
ARE o Md AT EAERLE NI ¥ 3G o F TG T 2
¥R AsTRATR Y 0 2 i d O pUR R M e AR Y MR 22w
& o Flengs i o Fht o ST B E o bl D R R E MR E P
FfEEn iR 234 T8 - TFRDB o



BT ERTR R S Ao R Y o ST R AT R R Y M AR 0 i
RSP EIRE S T R HEA R A WA LA PEHLPHEFNE T
WG FRES L R TR ARE R ST RS LB 2 o Bldo l R
et AT kAT AREFeEeF SRR AV ZE- AR T
HeRERGIPE A TPLERAS” o F - 250 37 EERp CATHEGEDD
‘""ﬁiﬁiw‘ #ﬂ A pﬁm% ;’é Eo B ATFEME EE blde SR E

S AR g E 2o F TR

WHERFEHEET B2 PR
;fg_)i:gmﬁm)jg—,ﬂ ERERE: - > § A REFA L RFARLEFGEE o F

FRAR DY ZEFE PP EAEITE RS ke 2 RIGE -

b (S AR 2 FH B RRLAR B L R T A 4T 0 d 0 2
e BT RGE R BRARTH A A D H MR ARR B MR
- dp Al Y 2 NIRRT R AT Y o BHA 2 o sus e p ¥
AR Mo BRI GERE S ST S DIRT B RRE PR 0 405
SN GRS PR AT RIS AT 0N CT B GRT R F SR

R

£
gmg BT E_F 2 S A o dp ¥t ,g;; 2z

e

m*‘*‘-‘”‘*ﬁ

E

”Ef“”“@“ﬁk”“ﬁﬁ AREEE AL E TR RIF G e LR
s J_Ifu,ﬁ B R S MIT B RRM TP R 0 o d | A B PR
“PRART o FRRIAR e 3ET L SR L P SR 0TE o Bots o BB AEen
RHEB - 57 AR ERTR AT S SHET A G DL L
MR ARE R ¥ mE A

I~k p

AR RS %wmﬁ@*ﬁ%aoﬁﬁ%aﬁ’ipiaﬁﬁﬁ@%
A H P RFEY R SR EFLAF BRI BN - E R EaEE
FEFEZ TS ms‘z&\.ki’.sébﬁi;; MEchip G o gL b s AT Y HeT 2 2 B L
FRHE® PIEF AT %0 L RRL Y by SRARER M 2L SEE
'Ta ’*h%?“f’%\%‘rfil?u— iii’»-‘r%frmi)i: PE TR AT AU I Rl A

gt ﬁ%ﬁji}'%‘—%ﬁﬁ‘g?q’k Ak g v LT B BT A RV -
ﬁ;}fé T BB G I KT AT AL F 0 pAT T o FEARY 0 28
B R R L P
R G0 RRRR ARG TR SRR A B8 SR G

AR R I%Arﬂ@wﬂ%ﬁpg— PR HE R F T K EEET A

’H’F‘!’LEF :F_—ﬁ"’g‘\* T‘I"' 'ﬁ.ﬁ’r ‘} mﬁﬁ_t’ V-? 'J 'ggrﬁpp {:v %\Iﬁa °

A2



Boyd, Julian and J. P. Thorne. 1969. The semantics of modal verbs. Journal of
Linguistics 5: 57-74.

Coates, Jennifer. 1983. The Semantics of the Modal Auxiliaries. London: Croom
Helm.

Coates, Jennifer. 1995. The expression of root and epistemic possibility in English. In
Joan Bybee and Suzanne Fleischman (eds.), Modality in Grammar and
Discourse. pp.55-66. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Cook, Walter A. 1978. Semantic structure of English modals. TESOL Quarterly 12.1:
5-15.

DeCarrico, Jeanette S. 1986. Tense, aspect, and time in the English modality system.
TESOL Quarterly 20.4: 665-682.

He, Agnes Weiyun and Snezha Tsoneva. 1998. The symbiosis of choices and control:
toward a discourse-based account of can. Journal of Pragmatics 29: 615-637.

He, Agnes Weiyun. 1993. Exploring modality in institutional interactions: Cases from
academic counseling encounters. Text 13.4: 503-528.

Hinkel, Eli. 1995. The use of modal verbs as a reflection of cultural values. TESOL
Quarterly 29.2: 325-343.

Klinge, Alex. 1993. The English modal auxiliaries: from lexical semantics to
utterance interpretation. Journal of Linguistics 29: 315-357.

Klinge, Alex. 1995. On the linguistic interpretation of contractual modalities. Journal
of Pragmatics 23: 649-675.

Langacker, Ronald W. 1978. The form and meaning of the English auxiliary.
Language 54.4: 853-882.

Lin, Jo-wang (%% * ) and Chih-chen Jane Tang (i & £ ). 1995. Modals as verbs in
Chinese: A GB perspective. Collection of Sinica Academia 66.1: 53-105.

McCawley, James D. 1975. The category status of English modals. Foundations of
Language 12: 597-601.

Myhill, John. 1995. Change and continuity in the functions of the American English
modals. Linguistics 33: 157-211.

Palmer, F. R. 1983. Semantic explanations for the syntax of the English modals. In
Frank Heny and Barry Richards (eds.), Linguistic Categories: Auxiliaries and
Related Puzzles, Volume Two. pp.205-217. Dordrecht: D. Reidel.

Palmer, F. R. 1990. Modality and the English Modals (2nd ed.). London; New York:
Longman.

Papafragou, Anna. 2000a. Modality: Issues in the Semantics-Pragmatics Interface.
Amsterdam: Elsevier Science Ltd.

Papafragou, Anna. 2000b. On speech-act modality. Journal of Pragmatics 32:
519-538.

-10 -



Perkins, Michael R. 1982. The core meaning of the English modals. Journal of
Linguistics 18: 245-273.
Perkins, Michael R. 1983. Modal Expressions in English. Norwood, New Jersey:
ABLEX Publishing Co.
Quirk, Randolph, Sidney Greenbaum, Geoffrey Leech, Jan Svartvik. 1985. A
Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. London; New York:
Longman Group Limited.
Tiee, Henry Hung-yeh (488 % ). 1985. Modality in Chinese. In Nam-Kil Kim and
Henry Hung-yeh Tiee (eds.), Studies in East Asian Linguistics. pp.84-96. Los
Angeles: Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, University of
Southern California.
Tsang, Chui-lim. 1981. A Semantic Study of Modal Auxiliary Verbs in Chinese. Ph.D.
dissertation. Stanford University, California.
Turnbull, William and Karen L. Saxton. 1997. Modal expressions as facework in
refusals to comply with requests: I think I should say ‘no’ right now. Journal of
Pragmatics 27: 145-181.
Versrtaete, Jean-Christophe. 2001. Subjective and objective modality: Interpersonal
and ideational functions in the English modal auxiliary system. Journal of
Pragmatics 33: 1505-1528.
‘rgﬂfﬂ 12000 (FFFEFFIFELEZAP2 36 )L 22 LT EE
o (&~ BE R EF2 ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%? B -p iFAtrE) |
258-279 > S R K E dIRAE o

SRR 0 1994 (RIRFEC ik e (@?ﬁﬁ)% LiEE Y APTRTR
FEFEL P2 @ABE ] e

FRE L1997 (FEdm i R ene 2 fﬁQ'“ FHETH MG ) ALK AT R
I (FTREBFFZFAL ) P 47849 o AT it AR

Ao

s 5 2000 0 (iFiE nﬁ LR EAMRE RSN ) (P AT RE S
THELHET) FTL A % 14 0 F 199219 ¢

BiER B RE 01997 (EF A ﬁ%%ﬁ%%éﬁ*ﬁﬁg% %1 e
hEFZ>RKEFFEH F FE L) E 175-197 sS4 2 R E
2 dRAL o

R 1993 (P 2 AT (ZR)) Bk P LT RETALEE
R ﬂf;fkij,_ﬂ_o

W0 1999 (FFNRE R LFRAL ) Lm0 s SR F

%?ﬁ§P2W°
#F 2003 (O T R R ECRR ) (R L R L EpE
Wwme R SBERFAT ) 1.1:107-143 -

-11 -



