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Abstract

This paper attempts to re-address the issue of
the Taiwanese subject position as the
“Emperor’s People’ during the Second
World War. This subject formation is
clearly achieved through the project of
modernity under the Japanese colonial
government. This process of subject
formation is deep-rooted and has long lasting
effect upon the Taiwanese' s sense of
subjectivity even today, fifty years after the
Japanese colonia period wasover. To
explain the firm and even passionate grasp of
the elder Taiwanese' s affections toward the
Japanese government, to the extend that they
would die for the Japanese Emperor during
the war time, and also to the extend that they
still unconscioudly differentiate themselves
from the Chinese coming from mainland
China after 1949 basing on their concept of
the subject of modernity, we need to consult
the psychoanalytic interpretation of this
process of subjection formation. This
diverse sense of subjectivity triggersthe
fundamental disputes and conflicts among
the Taiwanese communities. This paper then
also address to the question as to how does
psychoanal ytic theory answer to our pressing
cultural and social problems of today.

In The Path (or Logos), anovel written in the
1940’s, the protagonist, suffering from the
desperate condition of hisidentity asa
Talwanese and not a Japanese, said that the
path to becoming the “Emperor’s Peopl€e’ is
through the “Faith” in the Emperor, asif
through a*“leap” to the “God’'srealm.” The
Freudian concept of the mechanism of
identification is clearly demonstrated in this

fiction through the protagonist’ s elaboration
of the logic of the Taiwanese' s subject
formation during the Japanese colonial
period.  The protagonist explained
explicitly, “to believe in the Emperor isto
extinguish oneself, to forsake worldly objects,
and to leap up to the realm of God.” Hence,
the loyalty to the Japanese Emperor is
experienced asareligion, areligion of the
New Nation, and areligion that offers
salvation. He further explained that this
“leap” does not require the process of time.
This change of identity through faith is thus
immediate, and it is completed through the
process of themind. Through this
reasoning, we see aclear process of
identification in which the Taiwanese
becomes a Japanese Emperor’ s subject.

There is a close pardld and aso a
subtle deviation between the formation of the
Nazi subject and the Japanese Emperor's
Subject. The Japanese Emperor, as the
Leader in Hitler's the Third Reich, functions
as the mysterious and mythical core of this
new religion. The “gift” endowed by the
Emperor, like a gift from God, cannot be
repaid except through whole-heartedly
offering one's own life. On the other hand,
through this process of identification, the
Nazi logic of the blood can be dissolved and

replaced by the logic of “spiritua
genealogy.” The protagonist finally sought
the subject position as the

“Emperor’ s-Subject-I” to bridge the gap
between the different identities of the
Islander-1 and the Emperor’s People, a bridge
of aestheticization, to dissolve the differences
between the colonizer and the colonized and
to leap toward the idealized construction of a
new subject form. This fantasy of
identification and incorporation of the
sublime object consequently creates a
correlated imagination of the diseased and



unclean blood within the body that the
subject is eager to expel. The force of
expulsion, as performed in the fictions and
biographical accounts of the 1940's, still
presents itself within the cultural and socia
arenaof today in Taiwan.

Keywords: colonial modernity, subject of
modernity, the Imperial Subject
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