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Thisresearch project is atwo-year
project. The subject of the first year is:
-90 the Hybrid Aesthetics of Asian American

Queer Performance and Cultural
Reproduction, aimed at fieldwork and
literary research on Asian American
queer theater, play, and performing
artistsin the east coast of the United
States (Mainly New York), and Toronto
in Canada. In this project, | will

1 investigate: (1) the hybrid aesthetics of



Asian American queer performance as
well as the paradox between aesthetics
and ideology; (2) the controversies over
the cultural reproduction and
consumption of Asian American queer
performance; (3) the predicaments and
outlooks faced by Asian American queer
performing artists in crossing borders of
gender, race, and nationality.

The subject of the second year is
Diaspora, Border Crossing, and The
Cultural Ambivalence of Asian
American Queer, with its scope
expanded to include Asian American
gueer novels, poetry, and socio-political
discourses. Inthisyear, | will conduct
fieldwork and interviews with Asian
American queer scholars and cultural
workersin addition to theater artists,
with an emphasis on those living in the
west coast of the United States (mainly
San Francisco and Los Angeles). This
project will investigate: (1) how Asian
American queer performance and
writing reveal multiple layers of
diasporic experience as well as cultura
ambivalencein crossing borders of race,
gender, and nationality; (2) how Asian
American performance and writing
mediate between the mother country and
the United States or Canada, and
between Asian families and the gay and
lesbian communities; how they
simultaneously represent rupture and
continuity; (3) how Asian American
gueer performance and writing become
the site of self-representation and
suturing; how they make palpable the

dialectic relationship between Asian
American identity formation and
America's multiculturalistic
representational apparatuses.

Finaly, I will integrate this
two-year project with my previous
research on American white queer
performance and on Taiwan's gay and
leshian cultura practices, and then
comparatively analyze the similarities
and differences of queer cultural politics,
performances, and discourses among
different locations, explore how
“queer identities’ differ across gender,
race, and nationality. Furthermore, |
will study the tension and stakes
inherent in queer’s border crossing
theories and practices, and their
possibilitiesin engaging in
postcolonial negotiation and
dialogicdlity.
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Anthology

James Moy, Marginal
Sights, Staging the Chinese in
America

Dorinne Kondo,
About Face: Performing Race
in Fashion and Theater,
Josephine Lee, Performing
Asian America: Race and
Ethnicity on the Centemporary
Stage

Russell Leong, ed., Asian
American Sexualities:
Dimensions of the Gay and
Lesbian Experince The
Very Inside, An Anthology of
Writings by Asian Pacific
Lesbian and Bisexual

Women Ona Bed of
Rice: An Asian American
Erotica Feast

Lisa Lowe, Immigrant
Acts

Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick,
Tendencies

Judigh Butler, Gender Tronble,
Bodlies that Matter
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Homi Bhabha, The Location of
Culture.
Rey Chow, Writing Diaspora:
Tactics of Intervention in
Contemporary Cultural
Studies.
Stuart Hall,” Cultural Identity
and Diaspora,” in Rutherfora,
Jonathan ed., Identity:
Community, Culture,



Difference.

4 Charles Taylor,” The Politics
of Recognition,” in Amy
Gutmann, ed. Multiculturalism
and The Politics of
Recognition.

5 Robert Young J. C., Colonial
Desire: Hybridity in Theory,
Culture, and Race.
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