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This project aims to introduce the knowledge

of * Kangaku’ as one of the contexts in the history
of political thoughts of modern East Asia. First, I
want to focus on how the ' Kangaku’ and the
imagination of ° doubun’ developed in the Edo and
the Meiji-period, arguing its relevance with Asiaism.
Second, [ want to discuss how ° Kokugaku' scholars
criticized ° Kangaku , how they resisted the
imagination of = doubun’ , and how their thoughts
carried more influences in the development of



Japanese nationalism. Third, I also want to survey
how the Meiji intellectuals made use of the knowledge
of * Kangaku’ to translate the concepts and texts of
modern western political thoughts, especially on
those of nation building.

Following the projects aims, [ held an
international conference which tittle was ‘Modern
Japanese Political Thoughts and East Asia
Nationalism’ , and wrote a paper this year. The
tittle of this paper is ‘The knowledge of Meiji and
the Politics of Colonial Taiwan: the Discourses
of * National Character’ and the Policy of
Assimilation before 1920s” . In this paper, I
discussed how the western concepts such as °~ Geist’
or ~ National Character’ were translated into
Japanese concerning the knowledge background
of ’ Kangaku , and how the * Kokuminsei(National
Character, B % {£)’ and the similar concepts were
used in the Meiji-period. Then, [ investigated the
thoughts and terms concerning * Kokuminsei’ which
were used in the policy of assimilation of colonial
Taiwan before the 1920s. By doing so, I argued that
the translated concepts of nationalism, spreading
from Japan into Taiwan, are affected by the tradition
of * Kangaku" and the imagination of ° doubun’ |,
however the different social and languages contexts
made the Japanese empire officials and colonial
Taiwanese intellectuals misunderstood each other.

" Kangaku , Nationalism,” Kokuminsei’ , policy of
assimilation, Colonial Taiwan
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Abstract

This project aims to introduce the knowledge of “Kangaku as one of the contexts
in the history of political thoughts of modern East Asia. First, | want to focus on how
the “Kangaku” and the imagination of “doubun” developed in the Edo and the
Meiji-period, arguing its relevance with Asiaism. Second, | want to discuss how
“Kokugaku” scholars criticized “Kangaku”, how they resisted the imagination of
“doubun”, and how their thoughts carried more influences in the development of
Japanese nationalism. Third, | also want to survey how the Meiji intellectuals made
use of the knowledge of “Kangaku” to translate the concepts and texts of modern
western political thoughts, especially on those of nation building.

Following the projects aims, | held an international conference which tittle was
‘Modern Japanese Political Thoughts and East Asia Nationalism’, and wrote a paper
this year. The tittle of this paper is ‘The knowledge of Meiji and the Politics of
Colonial Taiwan: the Discourses of *“National Character” and the Policy of
Assimilation before 1920s”. In this paper, | discussed how the western concepts such
as “Geist” or “National Character” were translated into Japanese concerning the
knowledge background of  “Kangaku”, and how the “Kokuminsei(National
Character, [5]E4)”and the similar concepts were used in the Meiji-period. Then, |
investigated the thoughts and terms concerning “Kokuminsei” which were used in the
policy of assimilation of colonial Taiwan before the 1920s. By doing so, | argued that
the translated concepts of nationalism, spreading from Japan into Taiwan, are affected
by the tradition of “Kangaku” and the imagination of “doubun”, however the different
social and languages contexts made the Japanese empire officials and colonial
Taiwanese intellectuals misunderstood each other.

Key words: “Kangaku”, Nationalism, “Kokuminsei”, policy of assimilation,
Colonial Taiwan
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